Antipyretic

Aspirin
Antiplatelet


Aspirin (ASA) 
Type:
Anti-platelet, Anti-pyretic

Mechanism of Action (What the drug does in the body): 
Aspirin inhibits the formation of Thromboxane A-2, which is a chemical that activates platelets and causes localized vasoconstriction. In the pre-hospital setting aspirin is administered to reduce the mortality associated with an acute myocardial infarction.

Indications (When to give the drug): 
Acute myocardial infarction (possible or known)

Contraindications (When not to give the drug): 
Hypersensitivity (allergic)

Children

Bleeding disorders

Side Effects (Undesirable things that happen in addition to the therapeutic benefit):
Nausea/Vomiting
Heart burn

G.I. discomfort

Supplied:
“Baby Aspirin” – 81 mg tablets

Aspirin – Varying doses (should not exceed 350 mg)

Precautions: 
	
	Should not be used in the pediatric setting due to its association with Reye’s syndrome


Dosage and Route:
Adults: 160 – 325 mg by mouth (P.O.)

  

Note: Have the patient chew the aspirin to enhance absorption from the sublingual and buccal mucous membranes. When the patient reports an “allergy” to ASA, question the patient further to determine if a true allergy exists (urticaria, edema, itching, hypotension, dyspnea, wheezing, etc.) 

