Cardiac Medication







Amiodarone

Amiodarone (Cordarone®)   
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  Type: 

Cardiac antidysrhythmic

  Mechanism of Action (What the drug does in the body): 
Amiodarone is used to convert both atrial and ventricular dysrhythmias. Due to its ability to be used in both areas of the heart, it is an ideal agent for pre-hospital use. It prolongs the duration of the action potential and the effective refractory period. Amiodarone decreases AV conduction velocity and sinus node function, thereby slowing the heart rate. In addition, it possesses the ability to inhibit both alpha and beta effects. By blocking the sympathetic receptors the heart rate, force of contraction, and conduction velocity will all be reduced.

  Half-Life (Time it takes for the drug to lose half of the initial dose): 
More than 30 days

  Indications (When to give the drug): 
Atrial Tachycardia
Ventricular Tachycardia

Atrial Flutter
Refractory Ventricular Fibrillation

Atrial Fibrillation

  Contraindications (When not to give the drug): 
None in cardiac arrest with VF or VT.

High degree AV blocks (2nd degree Type II or 3rd degree)

Sinus node dysfunction

Marked bradycardia.


Cardiogenic Shock

 

Side Effects (Undesirable things that happen in addition to the therapeutic benefit):
Hypotension

Bradycardia

  Supplied: 
150 mg / 3 ml ampule (50 mg/ml)


  Dosage and Route: 
Cardiac arrest – 300 mg IVP (2 ampules)

Tachycardias – 150 mg IV infusion over 10 minutes. May repeat once.



  

Note: A maintenance infusion may be given at 1 mg/min but this is typically reserved for hospital use.



